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(54) SHEET SEPARATING MECHANISM FOR SHEET FEEDER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide separability in quick response to the sort of 
sheet by furnishing a separating pawl capable of advancing and 
retracting inside a sheet guide, detaining normal sheets with this pawl 
at the bottom corner, and retracting the pawl for thicker sheets. 
CONSTITUTION: In the case of thin sheets, they HI slide on a slope 
12 and can not move a separating pawl 20, and only one at the top will 
buckle and get over the pawl 20 to be forwarded to the printer body. 
In the case of stiff sheets, accommodation is made upon adjusting the 
position of a hopper so as to be in agreement with the cross width of 
the sheets H2, and when the printer is turned on, the sheet is pulled 
out downward by sheet feed rollers 5, 5. Therein the stiffness of the 
sheet H2 overwhelms the resilient force of the separating pawl to 
cause generation of a force to rotate the pawl 20 ahead, and a gap to 
allow passage of one sheet is formed between the pawl 20 and slope 
12. so that each sheet H2 which has siided on the slope 12 passes 
through this gap to proceed downward. Thus the sheet H2 will be set 
in the printer without being buckled by the pawl 20. 
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